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School. It helped me understand his life and the impact he made on the community. 
I used sections of his obituary in my website.  
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Time of Change is a collection of images taken by Bruce Davidson during the Civil 
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effects of such a tumultuous time period. I used one photo from the Time of Change 
collection in my website, and the rest I used to garner further background 
knowledge.  
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Dream Not of Other Worlds is a first-person account of a young white 
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Tragedy page to give a view of the tragedy the African-American community faced.  
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Liberty and the surrounding areas. This web page describes the entire history of 
Garrison School from the days where slave literacy was illegal to the building’s 
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Liberty at the time. I found this document at the Clay County Archives. I learned 
from this “Enumeration” that most African-American families lived on the same 
street, leading me to just how centralized the Garrison community was. Liberty’s 
African-American community was a tight-knit place, with families reaching back 
for generations and generations.  
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This is a speech given by Martin Luther King Jr. at the Southern Methodist 
University in Dallas. I used a quote from this powerful speech in my website, “We 
have come a long, long way, but we still have a long, long way to go.” Dr. King’s 
speech illustrates that although we may have triumphed over our tragedies, there 
are still problems that it is up to the next generation to step up and face. The speech 
taught me that we have come so far since the days of slavery, but there is still so 
much change ahead of us.  
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This is a collection of images from the Library of Congress pertaining to 
African-American education. They gave a good picture of the story of segregation to 
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The Spectator is Liberty High School’s yearbook, which I was able to access at the 
Clay County Archives. 1957 is the first year African-American faces surface in the 
yearbook. From this source I learned that it took the Liberty School district three 
years to fully integrate the high school. These yearbooks also showed me that at 
first, African-Americans could not join as many clubs or take advantage of as many 
opportunities, but by 1958 there seems to have been a bit more acceptance.  
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Chicago, Illinois, The Institute for Research in Land Economics and Public Activities, 
1928. 
This 1928 book by Helen Monchow describes how J.C. Nichols restricted 
African-Americans from moving into his Kansas City neighborhood, Armour Hills. 
I used a chart from her book in the Becoming Garrison section of my website. The 
chart detailed the segregating deed restrictions found in wealthy neighborhoods.  
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basic.newspapers.com/image/23595360/?terms=delta%2Bdemocrat-times. Accessed 13 
May 2019. 
This newspaper article from Mississippi in 1947 truly illustrates the tragedy of 
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website. There are very few images of historical Garrison available online, so I had 
to dig deeper. Mr. Ponder graciously allowed me to use his personal family 
photographs in the website for the sake of telling Garrison School’s stories to the 
world. These photos give a glimpse into life in Liberty during the time of the 
Garrison School, and they also show what happened to some pupils when their 
education was finished. One example is the photo of Garrison graduate Clarence 
Parker, Mr. Ponder’s uncle, and his award-winning jazz band. Clarence Parker was 
able to travel the world, something many Southern African-Americans were unable 
to do at that time.  
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My first interview with Shelton Ponder took place before an event at the Garrison 
School. I spoke with him about stories from his childhood, as well as if segregation 
seemed to affect his education. I cannot emphasize more how important speaking to 

 



Mr. Ponder was in the course of creating my project. He gave me wisdom and 
knowledge I never would have found elsewhere. I also took several pictures of 
exhibits on display at the Garrison School. All in all, it was an extremely beneficial 
visit and interview.  
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My second interview with Mr. Ponder was even more incredible. I spoke with him 
for more than two hours, about everything from triumph to tragedy to Garrison’s 
legacy today. The full interview was recorded and I selected some clips for use in my 
website. This conversation aided me immensely in the creation of my website. I 
learned more about the triumphs and tragedies of Garrison School than I ever could 
have by reading a book or visiting a website.  
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basic.newspapers.com/image/40007665/?terms=loud%2Bclever%2Blectures%2Bnegro%
2Beducation. Accessed 13 May 2019. 
I used this article in the Tragedy section to show proof of the disparity between 
African-American and white education. The article shows how often, politicians 
would claim they had increased funding for African-American schools, without 
showing that they had increased funding for white schools alongside it, rendering it 
effectively the same situation as before. I thought this newspaper was very impactful 
and would fit well in my Tragedy section.  

 
Robinson, Cecelia. James A. Gay.  

This is a photograph of Garrison headmaster James Arthur Gay, who preceded Mr. 
Clarence Gantt. I was given this photograph by Garrison historian Dr. Cecelia 
Robinson. I used it on the Becoming Garrison page to illustrate who the 
distinguished educators of Garrison were. There was not much info about James 
Gay available online, so I had to inquire within the Garrison School. 

 
Robinson, Mildred Wigfall, and Richard J. Bonnie. Law Touched Our Hearts: A Generation 

Remembers Brown v. Board of Education. Vanderbilt University Press, 2009. 
This book contains oral histories told by people who were children during Brown v. 
Board of Education. It gave me background knowledge about the widespread 
impact of the Brown I case, and helped me create the Triumph and Tragedy pages 
on my website.  
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Manuscript. 
On March 19th, 2019 I visited the Liberty Public School Board Archives for about 
four hours in order to further deepen my research. A few dates were in question, 
such as exactly when Liberty decided to fully integrate the schools, so I decided to 
straighten it out. My research found specifically when Liberty integrated the 

 



schools, as well as what the pay difference was between African-American and white 
teachers, when Clarence Gantt earned more funding for Garrison School, and many 
other dates I had previously been unsure about. I use several images from the 
records in my website.  

 
"School Segregation Banned." Topeka State Journal [Kansas], 11 May 1954. Newspapers.com. 

Accessed 13 May 2019. 
This was an extremely impactful headline from Topeka in the aftermath of Brown v. 
Board that I thought would fit well in the Triumph section of my website.  

 
Seat, June. "Reunion at Garrison School 9-15-2018." Received by the author, Sept. 2018. Letter. 

This letter was sent to me by Mrs. June Seat, a former student teacher at the fourth 
grade at Garrison School in 1959. It consisted of her own personal notes added to a 
transcript of a speech she planned to make at a Garrison reunion. This letter helped 
me construct a mental timeline of the events of my topic, beginning with slave days 
and ending with integration. It also gave me a personal narrative to turn to as I 
pieced together the story.  

 
Students at Garrison School. Black Archives of Kansas City, 

www.blackarchives.org/category/featured-collection/education. Accessed 13 May 2019. 
This is an image from the Black Archives of Kansas City that shows many young 
students attending Garrison School. The exact date is unknown but is estimated to 
be around 1900-1910. I used as many local and specific images as possible and the 
Black Archives was a wonderful Kansas City resource.  

 
"Supreme Court Rules out School Segregation." Manhattan Mercury-Chronicle [Manhattan, 
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basic.newspapers.com/image/423645217/?terms=supreme%2Bcourt%2Brules%2Bout%2
Bschool%2Bsegregation%2Bmanhattan%2Bmercury-chronicle. Accessed 13 May 2019. 
This 1954 article from Manhattan, Kansas provided some valuable insight into the 
immediate impact of Brown v. Board of Education. I used it in my Triumph section.  
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Planet [Richmond, Virginia], 17 Nov. 1017. Newspapers.com, 
newscomwc.newspapers.com/image/466149640. Accessed 11 Feb. 2019. 
This is a newspaper article from the Richmond Planet, which republished the 
majority opinion from Brown v. Board of Education. This was an interesting article 
to read because it helped me understand the reasons behind the Supreme Court 
ruling. I also used a section of it in my website.  
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Missouri." Kansas City Journal [Missouri], 2 June 1899. Newspapers.com, 
basic.newspapers.com/image/68283680/?terms=kansas%2Bcity%2Bjournal. Accessed 13 
May 2019. 

 This is an 1899 newspaper article that helped me to understand the true educational 
disparities that made “separate but equal” not equal at all. I used one quote from 
the article on the tragedy page.  
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Gotham, Kevin Fox. Missed Opportunities, Enduring Legacies: School Segregation and 

Desegregation in Kansas City, Missouri. NPR, 
mediad.publicbroadcasting.net/p/kcur/files/Kevin_Fox_Gothom.pdf?__utma=91726592.
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faced the same path as Garrison, and dealt with it in different ways. Each school 
was incredibly different, as I have learned from my research into Garrison School, 
Lincoln Prep and Sumner School, another former segregated school in the Kansas 
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the greater timeline of Kansas City. It also showed how white superintendents 
would do anything to prevent integration, including redrawing school boundary 
lines along segregated lines. I used this article as background information for the 
creation of my site.  

 
 
---. "How Troost Became a Major Dividing Line in Kansas City." KCUR 8.93, U of 

Missouri-Kansas City, 27 Mar. 2014, 
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